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T SCENE. Before the palace of OQedipus, King of
Thebes. A central door and two lateral doors open onto
a platform which runs the length of the fagade. On
the platform, right and left, are altars; and three sleps
lead down into the “orchestra,” or chorus-ground. At
the beginning of the action these steps are crowded
by suppliants who have brought branches and chaplets
of olive leaves and who lie in various attitudes of
despdir. OEDIPUS enters.

«5 PROLOGUE

OEDIPUS:

My children, generations of the living

In the line of Kadmos, nursed at his ancient hearth:
Why have you strewn yoursclves before these altars
In supplication, with your boughs and garlands?

The breath of incense rises from the cit;

With a sound of prayer and lamentation.
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5 OEDIPUS REX

And that I have taken: I have sent Creon,

Son of Mcnoikeus, brother of the Queen,

‘To Delphi, Apollo’s place of revelation,

To learn there, if he can,

What act or pledge of mine may save the city.

I have counted the days, and now, this very day,
I am troubled, for he has overstayed his time.
Wihat is he doing? 11e has been gone too long.
Yct whenever he comnes back, 1 should do ill

T'o scant whatever duty God reveals.

PRIEST:

It is a timely promise. At this instant
They tell me Creon is here,

OEDIPUS:

O Lord Apollol
May his news be fair as his face is radianti

PRIEST:

It could not be otherwise: he is crowned with bay,
The chaplet is thick with berries.

OEDIPUS: N
We shall soon know;
He is near enough to hear us now.
nmioq CREON
O Punce:
Brother: son of Menoikeus: . .
“What answer do you bring us from the god?

CREON:

A strong one. I can tell you, great afflictions
Will turn out well, if they are taken well.

OEDIrUS: -

What was. the oracle? These vague words
Leave me still hanging between hope and fear.

PROLOGUE 7

CREON:

Is it your pleasure to hear me with all these
Gathered around us? | am prepared to speak,
But should we not go in?-

OEDIPUS:

. Let thein all hear it.
It is for them I sufter, more than for myself.

CREON:
Then I will tell you what I heard at Delphi.

In plain words

The god commands us to expel from the land of
Thebes

An old defilement we are sheltering.

It is a deathly thing, beyond cure;

We must not let it feed upon us longer.

OEDIPUS:
What defilement? How shall we rid ourselves of it?

CREON:

By exile or death, blood for blood. 1t was
Murder that brought the plague-wind on the city.

QEDIPUS: .
Murder of whom? Surely the god has named him?

CREON:
My lord: long ago Lajos was our king,
Before you came to govern us.
OEDIPUS:

I know;
I leamed of him from others; I never saw him.
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10 OEDIPUS REX

PRIEST?

Lct us rise, children. It was for this we came,

And now the King has promised it himself.

Phoibos has sent us an oracle; may he descend

Himself to save us and drive out the plague.
{Exeunt oepirus dnd creoN into the pal-
ace by the central door. The rriest and
the suprLIANTS disperse R and L. After a
short pause the cuonrus enters the orches-
tra.

«$ PARODOS

CHORUS:

. [strornE 1
What is God singing in his profound

Delphi of gold and shadow?
What oracle for ‘Thebes, the sunwhipped city?

Fear unjoints me, the roots of my heart tremble.

Now I remember, O Healer, your power, and wonder:
Will you send doom like a sudden cloud, or weave it
Like nightfall of the past?

Speak, speak to us, issue of holy sound:
Dearest to our expectancy: be tenderl -

[anTISTROPIIE 1
Let .N:an pray to Athend, the immontal daughter of
us,
And to Artemis her sister
Who keeps her famous throne in the market ring,

PARODOS 11
And to Apollo, bowman at the far butts of heaven—

O gods, descend! Like three streams leap against
The fires of our grief, the fires of darkness;
Be swift to bring us restl

As in the old time from the brilliant house
Of air you stepped to save us, come again!

Now our afilictions have no end, [stroPRE 2
Now all our stricken host lies down
And no man fights off death with his mind;

The noble plowland bears no grain,
And groaning mothers can not bear—

See, how ..E- lives like birds take wing,
Like sparks that fly when a fire soars,
To the shore of the god of evening:

The plague bumns on, it is pitiless,  [ANTiSTROPHE 2
Though pallid children laden with death
Lie unwept in the stony ways,

And old gray women by every path
Flock to the strand about the altars

There to strike their breasts and cry
Worship of Phoibos in wailing prayers:-
Be kind, God’s golden child!

[strorDE 3

There are no swords in this attack rx fire,
No shields, but we are ringed with cries.
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14 OEDIPUS REX

1 lay it on you now to attend to this
For my sake, for Apollo’s, for the sick
Sterile city that heaven has abandoned.
Suppose the oracle had given you no command:
Should this dcfilement go uncleansed for ever?
You should have found the murderer: your king,
A noble king, had becn destroyed!

Now I,
Ilaving the power that he held before me,
Hlaving his bed, begetting children there
Upon his wife, as he would have, had he lived—
Their son would have becn my children’s brother,
If Laios had had luck in fatherhood!
(But surely ill luck rushed upon his reign)—
I say I take the son’s part, just as though
I were his son, to press the fight for him
And sce it won! I'll ind the hand that brought
Death to Labdakos’ and Polydoros’ child,
Heir of Kadmos’ and Agenor’s line.
And as for those who fail me,
May the gods deny them the fruit of the earth,
Fruit of the womb, and may they rot utterly!
Let them be wretched as we are wretched, and worsel

For you, for loyal Thebans, and for all
Who find my actions right, 1 pray the favor
Of justice, and of all the immortal gods.

CHORAGOS!
Since I am under oath, my lord, I swear
1 did not do the murder, I can not name
The murderer. Might not the oracle
That has ordained the search tell where to find him?

OEDIPUS:
An honest question. But no man in the world
Can make the gods do more than the gods will.

SCENE 1 15

CHORAGOS:
There is one last expedient—

OEDIPUS:

Tell me what it is.
Though it seem slight, you must not hold it back.

CHORAGOS:

A lord clairvoyant to the lord Apollo,
As we all know, is the skilled Teiresias.
One might lear much about this from him, Oedipus.

OEDIPUS:

I am not wasting time:
Creon spoke of this, and I have sent for him—
Twice, in fact; it is strange that he is not here.

CHORACOS:

‘The other matter—that old report—seems useless.
OEDIPUS: . :

Tell me. I am interested in all reports.

CHORACOS:
The King was said to have been killed by highway-
men,
OEDIPUS:

I know. But we have no witnesses to that.
CHORACOS:!

If the killer can feel 2 particle of dread,
Your curse will bring him out of hidingl

OEDIPUS:

v No.
The man who dared that act will fear no curse.

[Enter the blind seer TEmRESIAS, led by a pAcR
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18 OEDIPUS REX

TEIRFSIAS:

What does it matter!
Whether I speak or not, it is bound to come.

OEDIPUS:
Then, if “it” is bound to come, you are bound to
tell me.
TEIRESIAS:
No, I will not go on. Rage as you please.

OEDIPUS:

Rage? Why notl v
Aund I'll tell you what I think:
You planned it, you had it done, you all but
Killed him with your own hands: if you had eyes,
I'd say the crime was yours, and yours alone.
TEIRESIAS:

So? 1 charge you, then,

Abide by the proclamation you have made:

From this day forth

Never speak again to these men or to me;

You yourself are the pollution of this country.
OEDIPUS: .

You dare say that! Can you possibly think you have

Some way of going free, after such insolence?
TEIRESIAS:

I have gone free. It is the truth sustains me.
OEDIPUS:
Who taught you shamelessness? It was not your craft.
TEIRESIAS: : .
You did. You made me speak. I did not want to.

SCENE I 19

OEDIPUS:

Speak what? Let me hear it again more clearly.
TEIRESIAS:

Was it not clear before? Are you tempting me?
OEDIPUS:

1 did not understand it. Say it again.
TEIRESIAS:

I say that you are the murderer whom you seek.
OEDIFUS:

Zoi.nn_ino you have spat out intamy. You'll pay for

i

TEIRESIAS:

Would you care for more? Do you wish to be really
angry?

OEDIPUS:
Say what you will. Whatever you say is worthless,

TEIRESIAS:

I say you live in hideous shame with those
Most dear to you. You can not see the evil.
OEDIPUS:
It seems you can go on mouthing like this for ever.
TEIRESIAS:
1 can, if there is power in truth.

OEDIPUS:
There is:
But not for you, not for you,
You sightless, witless, senseless, mad old manl
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.22 OEDIPUS REX

Upon your prccious eycs.

Your crics then—where will they not be heard?
What fastness of Kithairon will not echo them?

And that bridal-descant of yours—you'll know it then,
The song they sang when you came here to Thebes
And found your misguided berthing.

All this, and morc, that you can not guess at now,
Will bring you to yourself among your children.

Be angry, then. Curse Creon. Curse my words.
I tell you, no man that walks upon the earth
Shall be rooted out more horribly than you.

OEDIPUS:

Am 1 to bear this from him?—Damnation
Take youl Out of this placel Out of my sight!

TEIRESIAS:
1 would not have come at all if you had not asked me.

OEDII'US:
Could I have told that you'd talk nonsense, that

You'd come here to make a fool of yourself, and of

me?

TEIRESIAS?

A fool? Your parents thought me sane enough.

OEDIFUS: .
My parcnts againl—Wait: who were my parents?

TEIRESIAS: : _
This day will give you a father, and break your heart.

OEDIPUS:
Your infantile riddlest Your damned sbracadabral

SCENE 1 23

TEIRESIAS:
You were a great man once at solving riddles.

OEDIPUS:
Mock me with that if you like; you will find it true.

TEIRESIAS:
It was true enough. It brought about your ruin.

OEDIPUS:
But if it saved this town?

TEIRESIAS:
[To the pace:
Boy, give me your hand.

OEDIPUS:
Yes, boy; lead him away.
—While you are here
We can do nothing. Go; leave us in peace.

TRIRESIAS:

1 will go when I have said what I have to say.
How can you hurt me? And I tell you again:
The man you have been looking for all this time,
The damned man, the murderer of Laios,
That man is in Thebes. To your mind he is foreign-
bom,
But it will soon be shown that he is a Theban,
A revelation that will fail to please.
. A blind man,
Who has his eyes now; a penniless man, who is rich
now;
And he will go tapping the strange earth with his staft
To the children with whom he lives now he will be
Brother and father—the very same; to her
Who bore him, son and husband—the very same
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26 OEDIPUS REX

It is not as though this rumor touched upon
Some private indiscretion. The matter is grave.
The fact is that I am being called disloyal

To the State, to my fellow citizens, to my friends.

CHORACOS:
He may have spoken in anger, not from his mind.
CREON:

But did you not hear him ....3 I was the one
Who seduced the old prophet into lying?

CHORAGOS:
The thing was said; I do not know how seriously.
CREON:

But you were watching himl Were his eyes steady?
Did he look like a man in his right mind?

CHORAGOS:

: I do not know,
I can not judge the behavior of great men.
But lhese is the King himself.

[Enter oeoirus
OEDIPUS:

So you dared come back.
Why? How brazen of you to come to my house,
You murderer!
Do you think I do not know
That you plotted to kill me, plotted to steal my
throne? _
Tell me, in God's name: am I coward, a fool,
That you should dream you could accomplish this?
A fool who could not sec your slippery game?
A coward, not to fight back when I saw it?
You are the fool, Creon, are you not? hoping

’

SCENE II 27

Without support or friends to get a throne?
‘Thrones may be won or bought: you could do neither.
CREON:
Now listen to me. You have talked; let me talk, too.
You can not judge unless you know the facts.
OEDIrUS:
You speak well: there is one fact; but I find it hard
To learn from the dcadliest enemy 1 have.
CREON:
That above all I must dispute with you.

OEDIPUS:
That above all 1 will not hear you deny.

CREON:
1f you think there is anything good in being stubborn
Against all reason, then I say you are wrong.
OEDIPUS:
If you think a man can sin against his own kind
And not be punished for it, I say you are mad.
CREON:
1 agree. But tell me: what have I done to you?

OEDIPUS:
You advised me to send for that wizard, did you not?

CREON:
1 did. I should do it again.

OEDIPUS:
Very well. Now tell me:
How long has it been since Laios—
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