
MLA Citation Quick Reference Guide 
 
 
 

These are the most often cited source types in research papers. If your source does not fit the type listed below, ask for 
the MLA Extended Documentation Guide at the front counter. 
 
Book with ONE author: 
 
Author last name, Author first name. Book Title. City: Company, year. 
 
Berlage, G. Ingham. Women in Baseball: The Forgotten History. Westport: Greenwood, 1994. 
 
 
Book with TWO authors: 
 
1st Author Last Name, 1st Author First name, and 2nd author first and last name. Book Title. City: 
Company,  year. 
 
Durant, Will, and Ariel Durant. The Age of Voltaire. New York: Simon, 1965. 
 
 
A Signed article in an encyclopedia: 
 
Author Last name, Author first name. �Entry title.� Encyclopedia Name. Year ed. 
 
Schmalbach, Bennett E. �James Thurber.� Encyclopedia Americana. 2003 ed. 
 
 
An Unsigned article in an encyclopedia: 
 
�Entry title.� Encyclopedia Name. Year ed. 
 
�James Thurber.� Encyclopedia Americana. 2003 ed. 
 
 
A book with one Editor: 
 
Editor Last Name, Editor first name, ed. Book Title. City: Company, year. 
 
Tanner, David, ed. Modern American Biographies. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2003. 
 
 
A book with two editors: 
 
Editor Last Name, Editor first name, and editor two first and last names, eds. Book Title. City: 
Company, year. 
 
Vine, Edward and Mary Thompson, eds. The Art of the Short Story. New York: Columbia, 1999. 
 
 



 
A story in an Anthology: (This form can also be used for an article in a reference work) 
 
Author last name, author first name. �Title of work from the anthology.� Anthology Title. Ed. Editor�s 
name.  City: Company, Year. 
 
Williams, Susan. �The Long Distance Call.� Modern American Literature. Ed. Philip Nolan. New York: 
 Random, 1997. 
 
 
A signed Magazine article: 
 
Author Last name, Author First name. �Article title.� Magazine Name. European formatted issue date: 
page  numbers. 
 
Bazell, Robert. �Science and Society: Growth Industry.� New Republic. 15 Mar. 1993: 13-14. 
 
 
A standard web site: 
 
Author last name, Author first name. �Page or article title.� Copyright date. Sponsoring site name.  
<http://full  URL address> Date you accessed site in European form. 
 
Schmalbach, Robert. �Libraries.� 2004. Norristown Area School District Website. 
 <http://www.nasd.k12.pa.us/technology.asp?action=display&id=2> 6 May 2005. 
 
Note: With web sites, many times not all pieces of information available. The absolute minimum info needed is the article 
title, site address and access date. 
 
Things to Remember: 
 
1. Do not separate sources by type. All types (book, magazine, internet, etc) get listed together. 
 
2. The entire list gets alphabetized by the first word in the entry, regardless if it is a person�s last 
name or the first word of the title. 
 
3. If your paper is double spaced, so is your works cited. 
 
4. Do not number the source list. 
 
5. Do not go onto a second line unless the entry is too long for one line. If you go onto a second line, 
indent that second line. 
 
6. Publication information can be found on the title page and the back of the title page in a book. For 
a magazine or other periodical, check the article itself and the masthead (usually the second or third 
page, near the table of contents.) Web sites can list their publication information anywhere on the 
page. 
 
7. To find the author of an entry in a reference book (like an encyclopedia) look for a person�s name 
listed at the beginning, or more often, the end of the entry. That person is the author of that particular 
entry.  
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