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(OR, WHAT DO I DO NOW?)
Student Name: ________________________________________________________


Community: __________________________________________________________


Family Advocate: ______________________________________________________


Year of Graduation: ____________________________________________________
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GRADUATION PROJECT JUNIOR YEAR


BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROJECTS:

[image: image6.wmf]Each student is to produce one clearly written paper and make a clear 3 to 5 minute presentation with a visual to support it.

The point of the Graduation Project is to prove that you can do this! 
GUIDELINES FOR PROJECTS:
· ALL STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE A WRITTEN PAPER

· Projects including volunteer work, school or community projects, career explorations, or SLC related projects must:

· Do the volunteer work, project, job shadow or other experience that your paper is based on.
· Research additional information about the volunteer work, job, or experience in order to provide supporting information to back up your observations from the experience.

· Write a 4-6 page paper that documents your entire experience.
· Describe what you did, how the experience went, pitfalls, lessons learned, etc.
· Projects that are strictly research-based must:
· Do the research to gather information from a variety of sources on your chosen topic.
· Write a 7-10 page paper discussing your research.
· All students must complete an oral presentation with a visual
· The presentation must be 3 to 5 minutes in length.

· The visual can be a PowerPoint, a video, a tangible product, a tri-fold display board, a demonstration, or something that visually supports what you’ve learned and are presenting.
· The visual must support your oral presentation.
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Research Paper and Oral Presentation:

· Research the pros and cons of any issue.
· Research and design an informational brochure on a variety of topics, such as ADHD, OCD, or a law, the history of a musical instrument vs. how it is used today, etc. (Remember, the brochure does not take the place of the paper. The brochure can be the visual used with your presentation)
· Research any topic of interest in-depth and complete a paper and tri-fold display.
· All research papers will be a minimum of 7-10 pages in length.

School or Community Involvement and Oral Presentation:  
· Volunteer at the PAL Center, the local soup kitchen, assist the Montgomery Parks in clean-up efforts, organize a charity event, etc.

· If you volunteer, you must find a mentor in the place where you are volunteering who will be willing to supervise your efforts.  
· You must journal your experiences while volunteering and have your mentor sign your experience log.
· Your 4-6 page paper should document your experience as a volunteer.
Career Explorations and Oral Presentation:

· Students will need to explore a career of interest through research and job shadowing or an interview.
· Find a mentor in that career to job shadow or interview.
· Do additional research on the career using materials in the NAHS Library Careers section.
· Your 4-6 page paper should document your experience coupled with the research you have found about the career.
Curriculum Related Topics (including SLC thematic related)

· Students will complete a project related to an aspect of the high school curriculum, including choices related to the themes in your Small Learning Community.
· Create an original music portfolio, create a business plan, organize a Black History Month assembly or fair, create new audio cassettes for the foreign language department to use in classrooms, etc.
· Find a mentor in the school who can oversee your efforts.
· Your 4-6 page paper should document your experience with the project as well as the final outcomes of the product.
EVEN MORE GRADUATION PROJECT IDEAS!
· For students attending CMTHS, design and create something from your program, document the experience, write about how you did it, and bring the project with you to help you for your oral presentation.

· Great for CMTHS students in the Carpentry program: Design and construct a “book box” on wheels to be used to store gift books for children who have done a good job for an elementary school.

· Hold a “Family Fitness Fair” at a local school.  Invite businesses to demonstrate karate, dance, gymnastics, etc.

· Hold a mother/daughter tea party at a church or other local organization.

· Montgomery and Suburban Hospital are always looking for assistance.  Volunteer your help and contact their volunteer director.

· Hold a “Groovy Science Night” for elementary school students by coordinating demonstrators and making demonstrations yourself.

· The Read Across America program happens in February and March every year.  Visit their web site for more information.  Hold a “Readathon” at a local school.

· Arranging a “hat shower” to collect hats, scarves and other head coverings for people who are victims of cancer.

· American Council for the Blind:  see their web site for some of their needs including:  marking elevator floors per ADA guidelines, securing audio/Braille books for blind children, reading to the blind.

· Organize a food drive for charity or a Red Cross Blood Drive at your school.

· “Wee” Deliver is the U.S. Postal Service program to teach small children about the postal service and how mail is delivered.

· Ask a daycare center or pre-school to volunteer to teach basic Spanish to the young children.

· Prom Dress Swap.  This has been successful at several local high schools and could be started here for the Fall 2010.

· Bowling, Badminton, Tennis, etc. tournament to raise money for charity.

· Meals with Magnificent Men, a celebration of fathers, grandfathers and other men at an elementary school. The event encourages fathers and father figures to eat lunch with their children, thus increasing their presence in the school.
· Volunteers can join Montgomery County Parks and Heritage Services staff to help trim weeds and brush along a portion of the Schuylkill River Trail.  
· Planning, planting and fund raising for a memorial garden for Norristown Area High School students who have died while attending NAHS.

· Get in touch with a media specialist/librarian at the school library or public library to help promote Teen Read week or National Library Week.

· See the foreign language department if you are interested in putting together a celebration of a language:  French Week, Spanish Week, Italian Week. 
· Contact the Women’s Center of Montgomery County to help volunteer to protect and support women of domestic violence. Find volunteer information at http://www.wcmontco.org/
· Volunteer at a soup kitchen in the Norristown area to help the homeless and the working poor. Find volunteer information at http://www.cadcom.org/misc/cupd_list.htm 

A CHECKLIST FOR ME
	ACTION
	DUE DATE
	MY STATUS

	Graduation project proposal form due

	2009
	

	Graduation project proposal form approved & mentors chosen
	2009
	

	Hours of service/observation/interview with mentor documented
	April 26, 2010 
	

	Written paper completed 
	Early: May 11, 2010

-or-

Sept. 19, 2010
	

	All service hours and written final draft completed and turned in
	Early: May 12, 2010

-or-

Sept. 20, 2010
	

	Presentation organized and rehearsed with advisor & peers
	Early: Before May 18, 2010
-or-

Before mid-October 2010
	

	Presentation to panel of judges
	Early: May 18, 2010

-or-

Oct/Nov 2010
	

	Regular meetings with family advocate and site mentor
	Continuous
	


IN SHORT:

1. You need to choose a type of project (experience based or research based) and choose a topic.

2. Then you need to do the experience you’ve chosen or do the research on your topic.

3. After that, gather all info together and write a logical and consistent paper.

4. Following the completed paper, you need to create a visual to support your paper’s information and to support your presentation.

5. Script and practice your presentation.


6. Turn in your paper (Don’t forget!).

7. And finally make your presentation before a panel of three reviewers.

THEN YOU ARE DONE!

How to GATHER information PRIOR to writing:

· Set up your project experience, shadowing, or interview.
· Take ample notes during the experience, including what you saw, what you did, what other persons did, what successes there were, what problems might have occurred, how these issues were overcome, etc.
· In the case of a job-shadow or job-interview, take notes on what things you need to do for the job, the requirements to have the job, education of the person you are shadowing, what they do each day, if you like or dislike the job after seeing/hearing about it, etc.
· Do research to gather information. If you are doing an experience, find information that supports what you are doing and why. If you are looking at a career, find information on salaries, education requirements, future outlook for the job, etc. If you are doing a research topic as your paper, then you need to have ample information form several sources to discuss your topic.
How to WRITE your paper:

· Take all of your previously gathered information and arrange it in a logical format.

· Make an outline of your paper. For example, if you did a job shadow your paper outline might look like this:


· After outlining your paper, take your gathered information and fit it in where appropriate in the outline.
· Then take the outline and arranged information and put it in sentence and paragraph form. Remember to explain everything thoroughly; this will ensure that you have enough information to make the page number goal for the paper.
How to CONSTRUCT your presentation:

· After writing your paper, pull out key information that you will explain orally about your topic to a panel of three reviewers.
· Make notecards with this information on it. 
· Practice speaking about your topic. Your goal is to be comfortable enough with your topic that you will be having a conversation with the panel about it, not reading directly from your notes (notes are just for reference).
· Make sure that you have your visual and that you refer to it. Make it a part of your presentation (explain, demonstrate, point to different parts of the visual as appropriate in your oral presentation).
How to CREATE your visual component: 

· The visual supports and gives something concrete that the reviewer can see to help with your oral explanation.

· It can be, but is not limited to, a PowerPoint presentation, a tri-fold picture display, and actual demonstration of a skill learned in the course of working on the topic, a brochure or flyer created about the topic researched, etc.

· It should support your presentation and you need to explain it and use it as a part of your presentation. For example, don’t have a tri-fold board that you never explain during the presentation. Use it as a part of the presentation, explaining what is on it and why.
Remember, the goal of the Graduation Project is to use the writing and speaking skills you’ve learned through your years of education. The formula for success is simple:

Paper

+ Presentation with Visual

Completed Graduation 
Project
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All Grad Project documents are available at www.nahslibrary.org





Choose type of paper and topic





Do the experience/shadow/


project that goes with your topic 





and/or





Do the research for your paper’s topic or to support your experience analysis





Gather all info and write the paper, following proper writing, length and citing guidelines.





Create supporting visual and write/create oral presentation with notes





Turn in final paper, schedule and do presentation





ALL 


FINISHED!





I. Introduction


II. Description of the career


education and training


salaries


future outlook


III. Description of the shadowing experience


where and whom you shadowed


what you saw


what the person told you about the job


IV. Your impression of the career


a. did you like it or not?


b. pros and cons of the career


c. would you want to do it?


V. Conclusion








